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4.5.8
Historical Resources
The Community Plan recognizes the 
importance of historical resources in 
maintaining the history of downtown and 
that historical resources enrich the urban 
fabric. Therefore, new projects are strongly 
encouraged to incorporate existing historical 
resources into them. This is also a beneficial 
reuse of existing resources and reduces 
construction waste.

Guidelines

•	 4.5.8.A Historical resources should be retained 
and integrated into larger projects, wherever 
feasible, with adaptive use consistent with 
the Secretary of Interior’s Standards for the 
Treatment of Historic Properties and Guidelines 
for Preserving, Rehabilitating, Restoring and 
Reconstructing Historic Buildings.

•	 4.5.8.B New construction adjacent to, or 
new additions to historical resources, should 
avoid mimicking the historical resource but 
rather stand in contrast to accentuate the 
existing building. Inappropriate additions that 
detract from the architectural and/or historic 
integrity of the existing buildings are strongly 
discouraged.

A new addition to a historic building should build on the 
architectural composition of the existing building and/or stand in 
contrast to accentuate the historic building. Top and middle, San 
Diego, CA

ATTACHMENT C
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4.5.9
Building Materials

Guidelines

•	 4.5.9.A	The building base should be clad 
in durable upgraded materials such as 
stone, tile, metal, brick, concrete and glass. 
Insulated paneling systems and stucco are 
strongly discouraged in commercial projects 
and the ground floor of residential projects. 
Designated historical resources are exempt 
from this standard and should utilize materials 
consistent with the historical designation of 
the site.

•	 4.5.9.B The building base’s upgraded materials 
should extend to within 1 inch of finish 
sidewalk grade, and these materials should 
wrap corners of exposed interior property line 
walls a minimum of 5 to 10 feet. 

•	 4.5.9.C	Exit corridors, garage openings, 
loading docks, and all recesses should provide 
a finished appearance to the street with street 
level exterior finishes fully wrapping into the 
openings to a minimum dimension of 10 feet. 
Utility rooms and exit corridors should have 
decorative doors and that are integrated into 
the design of the adjacent street wall. Loading 
dock doors should provide full screening of the 
loading dock area, and use such materials as 
translucent glass or decorative metal.

Building design should use a durable upgraded material 
for the building base. Above, San Diego, CA.

Building design should incorporate quality materials and 
architectural elements, such as a well-defined building 
base and glazed facades and balconies, to create a 
people-oriented development.  Above, Portland, OR.

Building design should use high standard materials 
to avoid weathering and staining, and minimize 
deterioration.
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4.5.11
Driveway Entrances and Utilities

Guidelines

•	 4.5.11.A	Garage and loading dock driveway entrances 
should exhibit the minimum width and height feasible 
for proper access. Such openings should contain solid, 
obscured, or screening doors and minimize lighting 
contrast in order to reduce visual impacts on the pedestrian 
experience.

•	 4.5.11.B	Exposed garage and loading dock driveway walls 
should contain the same materials as the adjoining street 
walls for a minimum distance of ten feet. Interior driveway 
walls that have regular exposure to the public right-of-way 
beyond ten feet (with transparent doors or with doors 
subject to being open on a regular basis) should be painted 
or similarly treated.

•	 4.5.11.C All utilities, such as backflow prevention devices, 
groupings of meters, and so on should be located outside 
the public right-of-way within a building alcove, utility 
room, or landscaped area and be fully screened from view 
of the public right-of-way.

•	 4.5.11.D The utility needs of future commercial tenants 
(e.g., grease traps, exhaust chutes, air conditioning) 
should be anticipated in the initial building design to avoid 
difficulty when retrofitting buildings after construction.

Backflow-prevention devices are to be located in a building alcove, landscaped area, or utility room within the building, outside of the 
public right-of-way, and completely screened from view.  Above, San Diego, CA.

Figure 4.10 Backflow-Prevention Devices

Electrical components and other details can be creatively 
concealed or integrated into the building facade. Top, San 
Diego, CA, OR, bottom,  Los Angeles, CA
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4.5.12
Construction Execution

Guidelines

•	 4.5.12.A. All construction details should 
meet the highest industry standards and be 
executed to minimize weathering, eliminate 
staining, and avoid causing deterioration of 
materials on adjacent properties or the public-
right-of-way. 

•	 4.5.12.B All elements on the undersides of 
balconies and projection surfaces should 
be logically composed and placed to 
minimize their visibility, while meeting code 
requirements. Soffit materials should be high-
quality and consistent with adjacent elevation 
materials, and should incorporate drip edges 
and other details to minimize staining and 
ensure long-term durability.

•	 4.5.12.C Downspouts, mailboxes, electrical 
components and other miscellaneous details 
should be concealed or integrated into 
building façades. No downspouts should 
project across a public sidewalk or beyond the 
property line.

•	 4.5.12.D	Graffiti coatings should be extended 
the full height of the upgraded base materials 
or up to a natural break such as a cornice line.

The undersides of balconies and bay windows 
should be comparable in quality to the rest of 
the building and creatively executed. Top and 
bottom, New York, NY (Photo credit: Flickr)
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4.8 Lighting Design 
Principles
The Downtown Lighting Plan defines exterior lighting 
strategies that apply to new and existing buildings that 
are intended to enhance the architectural composition 
of a building with guidelines unique to each downtown 
neighborhood;  permitting more light in areas with more 
commercial  activity and less in residential areas, while 
reinforcing the neighborhood character, minimizing light 
pollution and glare. 

The lighting guidelines are organized per the Centre City 
Planned District Ordinance (PDO) definitions for bulk: Tower 
Crown (the portion of a building that is above the base, or 
mid-zone); Mid-Zone (applies to the portion of a building 
located above the base and below the tower crown); 
Streetwall (from grade up to 85 feet) and are based on three 
categories of light: 

•	 Safety -  the minimum amount of light needed to support 
basic visual activity along the streetwall

•	 Architectural - the aesthetic appeal of the entire building, 
expressing its form, profile and structure, emphasizing 
the unique character of the building, district and/or 
neighborhood.

•	 Special - festival, celebratory, seasonal and/or holiday 
lighting that occurs on weekends, holidays and on special 
event days

General lighting design guidelines are outlined in this section. 

(Refer to the Downtown Lighting Plan for full narrative)

   Guidelines

Refer to Figure 4.16 Lighting Examples (1-12)

•	 4.8.1.A  Employ lighting design objectives that are specific 
to downtown districts and areas, as defined by the 
Downtown Lighting Plan.

•	 4.8.1.B Support sustainable design objectives by 
encouraging effective and efficient use of energy through 
new lighting technologies and renewable energy sources.

•	 4.8.1.C  Control systems are encouraged to manage the 
time, amount, intensity and character of light.

•	 4.8.1.D Lighting strategies should be designed so that 
lighting above the street wall dims or completely shuts-off 
after business hours.

•	 4.8.1.E	Lighting strategies should minimize light pollution 
and glare. (4,5)

Mid Zone

Streetwall

Crown

Figure 4.15 Conceptual Lighting Intensity Map
The Downtown Lighting Plan creates design guidelines that 
are unique to each downtown neighborhood, with incentives 
for energy conservation. Refer to Centre City Green - Green 
Building Incentive Program.

This approach allows for allocating more light to specific 
activities per neighborhood, commercial or residential 
buildings and/or street type, based on activity as represented 
by the map’s lighting levels.

Figure 4.14 PDO Bulk Model
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•	 4.8.1.F  The lighting of buildings shall highlight the 
composition, massing, geometry, structure, features, and 
articula tion of building elements, verticality, and porosity 
of architecture elements that add to the complexity of a 
design. (1-4)

•	 4.8.1.G Lighting strategies envisioned as “physical 
attachments” that have no visual relation to the 
architectural composition of the building should not be 
allowed.

•	 4.8.1.H		Light sources are encouraged to be integrated into 
the architectural fenestration and design when possible.

•	 4.8.1.I		Lighting of the building crown should emphasize it’s 
three dimensional character. 

•	 4.8.1.J Lighting treatments should be emphasized on 
buildings that are located on street intersections, view 
corridors, designated main and commercial streets and 
gateways to assist in downtown wayfinding. 

•	 4.8.1.K Mid-tower lighting should prioritize the street wall 
and crown of buildings, and may allow mid-tower lighting 
(of a high rise building) depending on context and type of 
exterior finish. (8)

•	 4.8.1.L Mid-tower lighting shall visually connect the 
building base to the building crown and emphasize the 
architectural composition, scale, structure and character of 
the building. (8,9)

•	 4.8.1.M Lighting effects that project light downward are 
generally encouraged to minimize light pollution. (5,9)

•	 4.8.1.N Up-lighting should be directed toward the building 
with the minimum amount of energy to do the effect.  
Uplighting on areas of buildings that have substantially 
specular facades (such as glass or other highly polished 
material) due to undesirable light scatter into the sky is 
discouraged. (4,11)

•	 4.8.1.O Baffles or shields on the luminaires should be 
included to minimize direct light into the sky.  (5)

•	 4.8.1.P Pedestrian scaled lighting at the street wall should 
emphasize the character of the building, the points of entry 
and other wayfinding elements. (11,12)

•	 4.8.1.Q	Seasonal lighting: Lighted attachments with color 
scenarios are encouraged in commercial and active use  
areas. (7,12)

•	 4.8.1.R Projected light art is encouraged in civic and 
commercial areas. (6)

•	 4.8.1.S All conduit and electrical sources should be hidden 
from public view.

Figure 4.16 Lighting Examples (Photos 1-12)
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